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Classroom Terms – for additional information, contact your room parent. 
Accelerated 

Reader (AR) 

National literacy support program, see “Iditarod” below. 

Cubby Fairy (or 

Desk Fairy) 

The Cubby Fairy (a volunteer parent) delivers a little treat (sticker, pencil, snack etc.) to the 

teacher as a student reward for keeping cubbies (where students keep their supplies) tidy.  

The teacher distributes the treat to the clean cubbies in the classroom.  The cubby fairy 

should supply one treat per child in the class. [Grades K, 1, 2 only] 

Estimation Jar Teachers keep a large clear jar or bin in their classroom.  Parents are asked to bring in small 

items (superballs, pencils, stickers, erasers, wrapped treats) to put in the jar (any amount 

between 10 and 100) so students can use their powers of estimation to guess how many 

items are in the jar.  Often, the teacher will allow the closest student guesser to take home 

the items in the jar. [Grades K, 1, 2 - weekly or monthly] 

Mystery Reader Student’s family members can select an open time/date from the room parent to come in 

and SURPRISE the class with a fun book to read.  Mystery readers can even keep it a secret 

from their kids that they will come in and read.  Age-appropriate books can be checked out 

from Hillside’s library, brought from home, or selected from the classroom.  

Team Time Dynamic, malleable groups of students grouped together to work on a particular skill in 

Language Arts or Mathematics. 

Winter Party & 

End-of-Year Party 

There are two all-school, all-class parties.  The Winter Party is in December and the End-Of-

Year party is the last week of school in May.  Each classroom celebrates these events with 

their individual classroom. 

Grade-Level Funds Grade-Level funds are collected by the school (not the PTA) to help pay for the Winter and 

End-Of-Year parties and other grade-wide in-school events. 

Donuts for Dads & 

Muffins for Moms 

[PK and K only]  A special time for moms and dads to spend time with their Hillside Students. 

Normally held one morning during the school year.  

Iditarod/Dog 

Tag/Pup Club 

Reading incentive program loosely based upon the national Accelerated Reader (AR) 

program.  As the students read on-level AR appropriate books, they are rewarded with 

dance and “coffeehouse” reward events throughout the year.   

Book Character 

Day (Oct 31) 

Hillside’s take on Halloween:  Dress up as your favorite character in a book.  A fun day with a 

parade to show off costumes at the end of the day!  

Read Across 

America Day 

National Day of Reading – wear your pajamas and bring a stuffed animal, blanket, or pillow!   

Yukon Math Supplementary in-class incentive 13-week math program encouraging students to memorize 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. 
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Curriculum Terms – talk to your teacher for more information. 
Balanced Literacy Language Arts (LA) Curriculum. 

Common Core National curriculum. 

CRCT Testing Testing in April, specific to Georgia Standards, for grades 3, 4, and 5.  

[CRCT = Criterion-Referenced Competency Test] 

ITBS Testing Testing in October, nationally normed test, for grades 3 and 5 only.  

[ ITBS = Iowa Test of Basic Skills] 

TAG Talented and Gifted program.  Students are nominated for testing by their classroom 

teachers and must score in the top 10% of select standardized tests to qualify. 

 

PTA Terms – visit www.hillsidepta.com or contact Sandy Craig at sandycraig02@yahoo.com. 
All Pro Dads OR 

Breakfast with 

Dad 

Monthly Friday breakfasts at the school where dads (or moms, or father-figures) can bring 

kids early to school, share breakfast, and enjoy a family-building program. 

Artist Day Daylong in-house fieldtrip where 14+ local artists come perform for students in interactive 

workshops and assemblies.  A Hillside tradition that students reminisce about for years! 

Character 

Education 

Many programs fall under this PTA heading, all of which deal with supporting the whole 

character of the child.  “Souper Bowl” food drive, Rachel’s Challenge anti-bullying program, 

Husky Hero Lunch Day (sit by a new friend at lunch day), the Book Drive and many others, 

which often rotate year-to-year, can be found here!  

International 

Family Fun Night 

Hillside Community’s celebration of the school year and our heritage!  Dancing, food tasting, 

business partner expo, photo booth, cultural dance shows and much more! 

Math Night Two evening events full of math games, hosted by the teachers, supported by PTA. 

Red Ribbon Week National PTA anti-drug program.  Very simplified for elementary age.  Weeklong activities 

include a giant red signup board where kids pledge to stay drug-free. 

Reflections National PTA art program for which projects in 4 categories are submitted in October of 

each year.  Select students can go to higher levels for national recognition! 

Science Day A full-day in-house field trip for every student, from which other North Fulton schools have 

modeled similar programs.  Hands-on Science full of grade-level appropriate learning, 

wonder and inspiration!  

Spelling Bee A part of Scripps National Spelling Bee, this event is held for 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade students in 

December.  The top winner advances to county-level.  

Teacher 

Appreciation 

Week 

A week in February where parents coordinate events and gifts to provide a week of thanks 

(and pampering!) to all Hillside teachers, staff, and administration.  

 


